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Underwood 
gets Key to City 


After Saturday’s Winter Fest parade in 
Belleville, Mayor Ken Voigt presented 
Keys to the City to both Santa, who came to 
town on a Van Buren Township fire truck, 
and Belleville High School quarterback 
Bryce Underwood, who walked the parade 
route with other team members. 

Underwood, the nation’s top college 
football recruit in 2025, officially signed 
to play with the University of Michigan 
on Dec. 4 backing off from his original 
commitment to Louisiana State. He 
reportedly was offered $10.5 million over 
the next four years to play on the U of M 
football team. 

“Bryce has done a lot of great things 
for the school and the community of 
Belleville,” said Belleville Tigers head 
coach Calvin Norman, according to a news 
release from the Belleville Area Chamber 
of Commerce. 

“He’s the best quarterback I’ve ever seen 
and that I’ve coached. His character, his 
class, his understanding of the game of 
football, which is extremely impressive. 
His parents have done a great job raising 
him. As a coach I’m very proud of him, 
just as the school and the community are 
deeply proud of him,” Norman said. 

Over the past four years, Underwood 
shattered Michigan D1 high school 
football records, leading the BHS Tigers to 
two State championships. 


(continued on page 8) 


2024 Grand Marshal was Calvin Norman, 
head coach of the BHS varsity football 
team. 
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Photos courtesy of Elena Manalp, Van Buren Township Communications 
Belleville Mayor Ken Voigt presented the Keys to the City to Santa Claus and Belleville High School quarterback Bryce Underwood 
at the end of Saturday’s parade. 


Bryce Underwood’s family is made up of, from left, father Jay Underwood, 12-year-old sister J ayce Underwood, Bryce, and his mother 
Beverly Underwood. 
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School Board gives Kudlak $5,500 raise, names him ‘Effective’ 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 
After a three-hour closed-door session on 
Nov. 25 and another hour and 45-minutes 
closed-door meeting on Monday, the Van 
Buren Public Schools Board of Education 


passed a resolution 
giving him the highest 
rating allowable — 


Effective — and a raise 
of about $5,500. 
Procedures recently 
changed making 
“Effective” the highest 


é Ym rating. 


Kudlak The “Highly 
Effective” rating was at the top of the chart 
on the multi-page Michigan Association of 
School Boards’ evaluation form last year. 
The board also gave Supt. Kudlak the top 
rating in its 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, and 
2023 evaluations. 

The five-year contract the board approved 
in December 2023 is still in place and he 
expects to retire June 30, 2028. Monday’s 
evaluation was for his job for the calendar 
year January to December, 2024. 

His base pay went from $169,500 to 
$175,048.50. 

In other business at Monday’s 49-minute 
meeting, the board: 

e Heard Belleville High School head 
varsity football coach Calvin Norman 
praise the football team’s academics. He 
said there were 70 players on the team 
and they had a 3.2 GPA overall team 
average. He said there were 8,000 people 
when BHS played Catholic Central, 
with attention from the entire state. He 
introduced Andre Johnson, Jr., who he 
called the most-improved player and was 
Center for quarterback Bryce Underwood. 
Coach Norman said he enjoys coaching 
the team and would do it for nothing. He 
said he works the midnight shift at Detroit 
Diesel. He said he goes home from BHS 
at about 7 or 8 p.m. and rests before going 
on to work. After the midnight shift he 
rests briefly and then goes back to BHS 
to coach. Athletic Director Joseph Brodie 
said the ultimate goal is building kids as 
leaders in society; 

e Approved the Savage and Tyler 
elementary schools secure entry projects at 
a total cost of $2,350,312, with Davenport 
Brothers Construction Co. as construction 
manager. The project will be funded by 
the Sinking Fund and 3laa Mental Health 
Grant funds. The project will move the 
school offices from the center of the schools 
to the front, where school rooms will be 
converted into offices with safe procedures 
for entry. Construction will begin March 
24 and be substantially complete by Aug. 
18; 

e Approved paying $306,979 for district- 
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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman 


The Van Buren Public Schools Board of Education posed for a final picture with the three outgoing board members. From left are Calvin 
Hawkins and Dionne Falconer; outgoing members Simone Pinter, Susan Featheringill, and Kelly Owen; Amy Pearce; and Darlene 
Loyer-Gerick. The new board members will be sworn in at the Jan. 13 meeting. 


wide radio upgrades, programming and 
Cellular BDA DAS; 

e Approved offering an unlimited number 
of openings for Schools of Choice for the 
second semester of 2024-25 school year. 
Director of Instruction Jeff Moore said the 
district usually gets only about 10-15 new 
students for the second semester, with most 
Schools of Choice students coming in the 
first semester; 

e Set 7 p.m., Jan. 13, 2025 as the date of the 
organizational meeting of the school board 
at the Belleville High School Commons. 
The new school board members will be 
sworn in and the dates set for the upcoming 
year’s official meetings; 

e Approved the retirement of Marc 
Miloser of BHS after 25 years of service 
as of Oct. 31; and approved the hiring of 
Cynthia Mullins as a speech pathologist at 
the Early Childhood Center as of Jan. 6 and 
April Crawford in the Resource Room of 
Rawsonville Elementary as of Dec. 9; 

e Approved hiring the following non- 
instructional employees: LaDonna Walter 
as secretary at McBride as of Nov. 25; 
Fouad Zammer and Martisha Palmer as 
bus drivers as of Dec. 2; Angela Bragg- 
Carey as a bus aide as of Dec. 2; and 
Ashley Weddington in food service at BHS 
as of Dec. 5; 

e Approved the termination of Amber 
Knowlton as a non-instructional employee 
from Rawsonville Elementary after six 
years of service as of Dec. 3; 

e Heard Director of Instruction Moore say 
three students from Belleville were among 
the 32 teams that were in person competing 
in eSports at Michigan State University 
on Dec. 7. Chris Battle, Jaden Jones, and 


Justin McNeir were honored, and they 
are still competing statewide. Moore said 
127 dinners were passed out at Owen for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners will 
be passed out, as well; 

e Heard Supt. Kudlak praise the men who 
brought Lego Robotics into all the district’s 
school buildings. As the students grow, the 
skills grow with them and these people 
have created something special; and 

e Heard Karen Wright address the board 
concerning Park Estates mobile home park 
on Michigan Avenue cutting off access to 
where about 12 students (ages 10, 11, 12 
and high school age) are picked up by the 
school bus to go to Owen, McBride, and 
BHS. “The park management took down 
the gate and boarded it up,” she said. She 
said she called Transportation and they 
gave her a convoluted route down and 
around several dark and dirt roads without 
sidewalks. She said Transportation said 
it would take a month to figure out how 
to deal with this. She said she couldn’t 
get a call back from the school about the 
problem, but Belleville City Manager 
Jason Smith gave her the number of the 
manager of the park. When she called, she 
was told corporate didn’t want any riffraff 
coming into the park and it wasn’t a local 
decision. Wright started to cry, saying her 
young grandson had been hit by a truck 
and killed on Michigan Avenue and the 
school needs to supply safe transportation 
for students. She apologized for her tears 
and board president Amy Pearce told her 
not to apologize and that Supt. Kudlak will 
be getting back to her and, “We’ll figure 
it out.” 

A gathering was held before the regular 


meeting to celebrate the work of the three 
board members who are stepping down 
from the board: Simone Pinter, Susan 
Featheringill, and Kelly Owen. 


Things to do in the 


Belleville area... 


e Friday, Dec. 13 — Van Buren Eagles 
at 9961 Beck Rd., Van Buren Township, 
presents dinner at 5 p.m., meat auction at 
6:30 p.m., with Karaoke DJ Betty at 7:30 
p-m. 

¢ Friday, Dec. 13, and Saturday, Dec. 14- 
Sumpter Township Vendor Market, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Community Center gym, 23501 
Sumpter Rd. $10 per table rental. Rain 
or shine. More information, call Sumpter 
Senior Coordinator Maryann Watson at 
(734) 461-9737; email maryannwatson@ 


sumptertwp.org 
e Saturday, Dec. 14 — Photos with 


Santa at the Belleville Area Museum, 12-4 
p.m., sponsored by the Belleville Central 
Business Community. Photos for Special 
Needs, 11:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

e Saturday, Dec. 14 — Come Visit with 
Santa at Bladez Hair Studio, 601 E. Huron 
River Dr., Belleville, from noon to 2 p.m. 
For more information, call (734) 697-5600. 

e Saturday, Dec. 14 — Country Christmas 
is 1-3 p.m. at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
19109 Craig St., New Boston. Meet Santa, 
have lunch, play games, crafts, cookie 
decorating, chili cook-off, and more. 
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OPINIONS 


Editorial 
Winter Fest turns 
into Football Fest 


The Belleville High School varsity 
football team was the main focus of last 
weekend’s Winter Fest in Belleville. 

Instead of just Santa getting the Key to the 
City from the mayor, Bryce Underwood, 
BHS quarterback, also got a second Key 
to the City. Santa’s key was wooden and 
Bryce’s key was metal. Both had to give the 
keys back to the chamber for use another 
year. Usually just Santa gets the key. 

It’s not unusual for the BHS football 
team to march together in a parade, but this 
time it was extra special. And, the Grand 
Marshal of the parade was the team’s head 
coach, Calvin Norman. 

The team didn’t win the state title this 
year, so that wasn’t what the hoopla was 
about. They won state titles back to back in 
other years. What brought all the attention 
this year was that BHS senior Bryce 
Underwood changed his January 2024 
commitment to University of Louisiana 
and last week officially signed to play at 
the University of Michigan. This was after 
U of M supporters reportedly offered him 
$10.5 million over four years to play at the 
school. 

This was on the front page of The Detroit 
Free Press on Dec. 5, the day after he 
signed, and even in The Wall Street Journal. 

One observer noted that all this football 
excitement has brought attention to 
Belleville and now everyone knows where 
Belleville is — just down the road from U of 
M and our former star quarterback. 
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EXTRA THINGS L KNOW 


Mary Herring of Sumpter Township 
dropped by to ask me to write about a 
proposed dog park for the tri-community 
that might get people thinking about one. 

She said that she has acreage for her dogs 
to run, but some people live in apartments 
and trailer courts and this isn’t available to 
them. They would use a dog park for sure. 

Mary brought her friend Amy of Van Buren 
Township to a Sumpter Township meeting 
to support a tri-community dog park. 

In about 2017, Van Buren Township was 
considering a dog park on Martinsville Road 
between E. Huron River Drive and Savage 
Road, but it didn’t work out. 

KKK 

We have learned that Charles Bazzy of 
Dearborn has died. He was the father of 
retired Van Buren Township Police Lt. Chip 
Bazzy. Chip will be taking over his father’s 
safari business. My brother Tony Kuchta 
worked with Charles Bazzy in the glass 
house at Ford Motor Co. and Tony went on 
a safari with the Bazzys, including Chip, 
who was a boy at the time. Our best to the 
Bazzy family. 

KKK 

My brother also said he will be sending 
a book to me written by Mary Kathryn 
Baxter, who moved to Belleville in the 
1970s and started getting messages from 
God. I don’t know her, but according to 
her 2021 obituary, she traveled all over the 
world with her messages from God. 

She died in Florida, and according to 
her obituary, in 1976 while she was still 
living in Belleville, Jesus appeared to her in 
human form, in dreams, in visions, and in 
revelations. Her books have been translated 
into 20 languages. 

I can hardly wait for my brother Tony to 
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Looking for Christmas gifts ? 

I have a nice paint set 

your boy might like } 
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finish the book and send it on for me to read. 
kkk 

On Monday, the Van Buren Public Schools 
Board of Education had a little going-away 
party for the three board members that 
would not be serving on the board in 2025. 
They had a spread of all kinds of good 
things to eat and those who were present 
enjoying the munchies with one high school 
student present going back for more. He’s 
still growing. 

This scenario reminded me of my early 
days covering the Van Buren school board 
30 years ago. In those days, we always had 
a coffee pot available with hot coffee and 
usually cookies, too, for the public at the 
meeting to enjoy. The meetings were in the 
cafeteria and the cafeteria staff would set it 
up and, I believe, the custodians would turn 
it all off at the end. 

The meetings nowadays are also in 
the cafeteria (which now is called The 
Commons), but not a thing in sight for the 
audience to eat. That’s OK with me, but the 
early days those goodies, made the public 
feel welcome at the meetings. Many more 
people came to the meetings in those days. 

The Independent goes to each meeting 
whether we feel welcome or not and 
nowadays the public is usually just a retired 
teacher and a set of parents, who never miss. 
Unless there’s a problem and then there is a 
crowd. 

Kk ok 

We got a Nixle alert from the city of 

Belleville on Tuesday saying Hillside 


...By Rosemary K. Otzman 


Cha herlands.... 1859 
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Cemetery was closed for the day due to 
bridge construction mobilization. Is this an 
encouraging word? 
KKK 

It was a treat to watch the video of the 
Sumpter Township Board of Trustees 
meeting of Nov. 26. It was the first regular 
meeting of the new board and at the board 
table was just the seven members of the 
board. 

When township attorney Rob Young 
spoke, he spoke from the audience where, 
apparently, he now sits. It seems that he 
signed up on the Citizen Comment list and 
then gave his comments. 
For years he has been 
attending every meeting 
and rocking back and 
forth in his chair at the 
board table and pretty 
much directing things. 

Now, he’s in the 
audience and the board 
table looks more like the other boards and 
councils I cover — just the elected officials 
up front. If they want anything from their 
attorney, they can ask him. He wasn’t on the 
agenda for a report. 

It’s kind of peculiar to see the new 
Sumpter board: all white males. There 
always were black members on the board 
until Supervisor John Morgan was defeated. 
Then, the female clerk, Esther Hurst, 


decided not to run for reelection. 
2k oe 
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Let’s focus on progress 
in Sumpter Township 


To the editor: 

I recently read a letter from Mr. Robinson 
regarding our beloved Sumpter Township 
and feel compelled to address some of the 
points he raised -- not with negativity, but 
with facts that reflect the ongoing progress 
of our community. 

Mr. Robinson claims that our parks need 
to be cleaned up and repaired, and I’d 
like to set the record straight. This past 
summer, our township worked diligently 
to improve these spaces, with many 
significant updates. One of our parks is 
receiving all-new playground equipment, 
an exciting upgrade for our families and 
children. These improvements are just a 
glimpse of the ongoing commitment we 
have to enhancing our township. 

Additionally, Mr. Robinson suggests 
that “untold thousands” encourage the 
township’s leadership to respect its 
residents and visitors. I would like to 
point out that the current leadership does, 
in fact, respect and prioritize the needs of 
our residents. In our most recent election, 
thousands of residents actively voted to re- 
elect many of the current board members, 
reflecting their confidence in the leadership 
guiding our township. If residents were 
dissatisfied with the board, it stands to 
reason they would not have voted for its 
members. The voices of our residents 
matter, and they’ve shown their trust 
through their votes. 

It’s also worth addressing Mr. Robinson’s 
claim that our township is “on life support.” 
While the challenges we faced during 
the COVID-19 pandemic were difficult, 
our township has been working tirelessly 
to recover. Many programs, events, and 
services that were paused during the 
pandemic are now being actively revived, 
with input from volunteers and dedicated 
staff. Our township’s resilience and sense 
of community remain strong. 

Regarding Mr. Robinson’s concerns 
about trash and blight, I want to assure 
everyone that Sumpter Township is not a 
trash site. We have dedicated ordinance 
officers who ensure our community 
remains clean and well-maintained. Our 


KAREN'S 
PLACE C 


A Salon 
For Everyone 


36968 Huron River Drive 


New Boston, Michigan 
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome 


734-753-9130 
Open: Tues.— Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Karen’s Place has a new Nail Tech. 
Call Lexi for an appointment today! 
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township boasts beautiful homes and 
hardworking residents who take pride in 
their neighborhoods. Moreover, Sumpter 
Township offers several programs to 
support the disadvantaged, including a 
valuable initiative by our Fire Department 
that provides and installs free smoke and 
CO2 detectors for residents in need. 

Sumpter Township also maintains a 
balanced budget and operates with full 
transparency. Contrary to any claims of 
corruption, our financial management is 
sound and regularly reviewed to ensure 
fiscal responsibility. We take pride in the 
trust placed in us by our residents, and we 
remain committed to providing services 
in the most efficient and accountable way 
possible. 

Finally, while Mr. Robinson expresses 
frustration with the board and the 
township, I invite him -- and anyone who 
shares his concerns -- to engage in a more 
positive manner. Attend our Township 
Board meetings, participate in Parks and 
Recreation meetings, and share ideas that 
can help our community move forward. 
Criticism is welcome, but it’s important 
that we all strive to be part of the solution, 
not just amplify the challenges. 

Sumpter Township is a great place, filled 
with kind-hearted people who support one 
another. We may face challenges, but with 
ongoing dedication and a commitment to 
working together, we will continue to build 
a brighter future for all. Let’s focus on the 
positives and the progress we are making 
-- together. 

Anita Honey 
Sumpter Township Resident 


I’m looking for the 
young man who helped 


To the editor: 

To the young man who stopped to help 
me on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, when I was 
stuck on a huge rock at Ace Hardware on 
Sumpter Road, thank you. 

To your mom and younger siblings who 
waited and watched patiently as you tried 
everything within your power to free my 
vehicle, thank you. 

I apologize I didn’t even ask your name. 
You will go far in this world because of 
your selfless, giving heart. I commend you. 

I would appreciate to know your name. I 
would like to bless you in your high school 
endeavors, with your mom’s permission. 
Please contact me at the number below 
and, again, thank you! 


E.A., (734) 778-4903 


ST. ANTHONY MEN’S CLUB 
$10,000 RAFFLE 
FEBRUARY 2, 2025 


Only 300 tickets will be sold 


at $100/ea, so buy yours now! 
Contact Pete Pitzen 
(734) 699-8563 
petepitzen2@att.net 
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Karen Marie Gerick 


KAREN MARIE GERICK 

(December 8, 1943 — December 6, 2024) 
Karen Marie Gerick, of Ypsilanti, Michigan, age 
80, passed away on December 6, 2024, at Trinity 
Health Hospital in Ann Arbor, Michigan. She 
was born on December 8, 1943, in Washington 
D.C, to James and Ellen (Rechnagel) Snell. 
Karen was a faithful member of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Wayne, Michigan. She 
loved her grandkids, birdwatching, gardening 
and music. Karen had a talent for playing 
several instruments including piano, violin, 
and ukulele. She was a proud nurse and would 
volunteer her spare time at horse rescues as well. 
One of her fondest memories was participating 
in the world record breaking Rosie the Riveter 
Event at Willow Run; she was very pleased to 
be involved. She will be truly missed. 

Karen is survived by her children, Karla 
(David) Brodoski of Canton, MI, Kent Gerick 
of Phoenix, AZ, and Kristina (Jamie) Bever 
of Ypsilanti, MI; grandchildren: Erica (Noah 
Moyer) Hall of Belleville, MI, and Sarah and 
Nathan Brodoski of Canton, MI; her brothers, 
James Snell of Brooklyn, MI, Robert (Judy) 
Snell of Hastings, MN and Mark (Patricia) 
Snell of Tecumseh, MI; as well as many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, neighbors and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, and 
her husband Robert Gerick. 

A visitation was planned for Wednesday 
December 11, 2024, from 3 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
and a service will take on Thursday, December 
12, 2024, at 11 a.m., with visitation an hour 
before the service at the David C. Brown 
Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River Drive, 
Belleville, Michigan, 48111. Pastor Gordon 
Moore will officiate. A burial will follow the 
service at Denton Cemetery located at 49780 
Cross Street, Van Buren Twp, MI 48111. 
Donations in Karen’s memory to the Starry 
Skies Equine Rescue and Sanctuary in Ann 
Arbor are appreciated and envelopes will 
be available at the visitation https://www. 
starryskiesequinerescueandsanctuary.com/ 
donate 

www.davidcbrownfh.com 
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More Letters 


City’s winter taxes go 
up, summer taxes down 


To the Belleville Community: 

Heads-up, neighbors! Let’s talk winter 
tax bills 

We’ve been hearing some buzz about 
the winter tax bills, so let’s break it down 
together. Yes, there’s an increase this cycle 
— but don’t worry, it all evens out! You'll 
see relief on your summer tax bills, making 
it a net-zero change. 

Here’s the scoop: 

Safety First! This assessment helps fund 
our amazing police and fire teams, so they 
can keep doing what they do best — keeping 
our city safe and sound. Back in November 
2019, voters approved this measure in an 
advisory vote to ensure our public safety 
sector gets the resources it needs. 

It’s a wash! What goes up in the winter 
comes back down in the summer. The mills 
increased on your winter bill will decrease 
on your summer bill by the exact same 
amount. 

There is NO INCREASE on the mills 
levied on your property! 
Thanks for being part of this 
fantastic community and for 
supporting our city’s safety! 


Jason Smith, city manager 
Belleville 


Thank you, St. Jude 


Dear Sacred Heart of Jesus and St. Jude: 

Thank you, St. Jude for hearing my 
prayers. You always come through for me 
and my family again. 


Patty, Allen Park 


Upcoming Meetings 


e Thursday, Dec. 12 — Keystone Academy 
School Board, 5 p.m. Also, Sumpter 
Township Planning Commission, 6 p.m. 
Also, Belleville Planning Commission, 7 
p.m. 

e Monday, Dec. 16 — Belleville City 
Council, 7:30 p.m. 

e Tuesday, Dec. 17 — Van Buren Township 
regular meeting, 6 p.m. 

e Wednesday, Dec. 18 — Van Buren Township 
Environmental Commission, 6 p.m. Also, 
City of Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority, 6 p.m. 


Fic Leu Off of 


© Estate Planning © Probate @ Propoty Lew 


: 152 Wain St. 


(Suite 11 


Call 7 34 718 -8574 


SCL CA Wl CLOSING AT 2PM DEC. 24. RE-OPENING JAN, 25 
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ext puppy training class 
Starts ... 


... Thursday, January 9, 2025, 6:30 pm to 
7:30 pm; runs 5 weeks. We'll cover: 


# “House Rules” and consistency 
# Loose-leash walking 
# Real-world socialization 


# Your questions (time permitting) 
presented by Janet Deaton 
Certified Dog Trainer 
janet@dogsbyjanet.com 4 # (734) 604-1720 


© 2024 D? Enterprises, All Rights Reserved. USA 


dogs by janet ~ Belleville 


*Registration required prior to first class session. 


HONESTY IS OUR POLIC Y 
LONNIE” S $h 
Auro REPAIR 


SEW CUSTOMERS GET -TETEE 


I 10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR: I SENIORS, VETERANS & 
1 GET-T0-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY- 11 ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE , 
i RELIABLE-AUTO-MECHANIC-SALE 10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL ' 


: WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 1231-24444 a WITH COUPON « LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-24 Only 


| Disc BRAKE SPECIAL ıı LET’S GET READY FOR WINTER! , 


1 Premium Paps & Rotors, 11 VEHICLE CHECK $ 33, i 
ı INc.upes Lason, Stantinc at $300 11 ponte Hoses, Ete, 4 


I Most Cars. Restrictions Apply. 
I WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31 onl I WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-24 al 


50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville ° 734-325-7065 
Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm 


ASK ABOUT OUR R.V. & BOAT STORAGE 


THE 


Bake Shoppe 


17416 Savage Rd. 
Haggerty * At Bemis 


Est. in 


We Now 1995 


Accept 
Credit 
& Debit 
Cards, 
Cash & 
Checks! 


Storage 
Hours 


(734) 699-2236 


R.V & Boat Storage 
Mon 10-6, Tues - Fri 6-6 
Sat. 7-4, Sun 7-2 


TAKING ORDERS THRU TUESDAY, DEC. 17! 


PIES: Cherry Crust, Apple Crust, Cherry Streusel, 
Carmel Apple Streusel, Lemon Meringue, Banana Cream, 
Chocolate, Coconut Cream, Pumpkin, Peanut Butter Pie. 


Strudel, Pineapple Upside Down, Cannolis, Angel Wings, 
Eclairs, Pastries, Coffee Cakes, Pumpkin Rolls, Custard Puffs. 


CAKES FOR ALL OCCASIONS - CAKES ON HAND 
CHEESECAKES - A Variety of Flavors! 


ORDER EARLY 
Rye, Marble, Pumpernickle, White, Italian, 
Hard Rolls & Potato Wheel - 36 Rolls. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM ALL OF US AT THE BAKE SHOPPE! 
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SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP & VAN Buren TOWNSHIP For Over 41 YEARS 


Daud C Broun 
Funeral Stome 


Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 


CO Remember 


David C. Brown, Founder « Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager 


(734) 697-4500 


© 


www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com 


Complete Line of Monuments & Markers. 


Pursuit of Excellence 


460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 


Patronize Our Advertisers! 
They are the ones who give 
you this free paper! 


—— WZ 


U 


BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 


Moving forward 417 Charles 
in Christ together! Sunday 10am 


bellevillefirstumc.org 734.697.9288 


BELLEVILLE 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Saturday Mornings 
Bible Study 10:00 Worship 11:30 
89 South Edgemont 
bellevillesda.com 


BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 


11900 Belleville Road 


Service and Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. 


sp CETHANY 


810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm 
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 


SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M. 
Connect Classes 
11 a.m. Sunday Worship 


WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M. 
S.0.S. Recovery & Support Group 


WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M. 
Bible Study & Youth Groups 


894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Belleville 


aith 


Community Church 


REACH + 


COMMEOT + SERVE 


JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE & 
FOLLOW US ON FE 


R <— 


FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
6020 Denton Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 483-2276 
www.faithchurchdenton.org 
Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study & 
refreshments after Worship. 


Ridge Road Church of Christ 
1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198 
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM 
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930 


RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
All services are open to in person or live stream. 
Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m. 
Visitrol-ag.com (734) 699-6700 


ST. ANTHONY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
409 W. Columbia Avenue (734) 697-1211 
" Saturday Mass: 6:00pm 
= Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am 
=" Mondays: 6:30pm Adoration 
www.stanthonybelleville.com 


WoULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE 
YOUR CHURCH LISTED IN 
THIS DIRECTORY? 
Catt ADVERTISING 
MANAGER JANET MILLARD 
AT 734-699-9020 Topay! 


Robert Thomas Binert 


ROBERT THOMAS BINERT 

(December 9, 1945 — December 3, 2024) 
Robert Thomas Binert, better known as “Opa” 
by his beloved grandchildren, age 78, of Sumpter 
Township, MI, passed away Tuesday, December 
3, 2024, at Trinity Health, Ypsilanti, MI. He was 
born December 9, 1945, in Detroit, MI, son of 
Andrew John Binert & Helen (Burczykowski) 
Binert. He worked for the Ford Dearborn 
engineering plant for 35 years, during which 
time he gained an associate’s degree to further 
his career. Robert was also a proud veteran of 
the United States Army. He was a long-time 
member of the Van Buren Public School board 
and was known for joyfully playing Santa Claus 
any chance he got, including the local schools 
and Petsmart. “Opa” was a proud father and 
grandfather and could often be found watching 
U of M or Lions football. He was also an avid 
hunter and enjoyed playing golf. 

Bob is survived by his wife Carol (Sumner) 
Binert of Sumpter, MI; children: Mark Binert- 
Armstrong (Neil) Grayling, Christine Costa 
(Quentin Mitchell) of Belleville and Jennifer 
Runyan (Jacob) of Tecumseh. He is also 
survived by 8 grandchildren: Mollie, Zora 
and Phoebe Binert, Hannah and Tano Costa, 
Donovan and Zach Mitchell and Charlie 
Runyan as well as 4 brothers: Andrew of Bitely, 
MI, Paul of Belleville, MI, Donald (Beverly) 
of Garden City MI and Thomas (George) of St. 
Clair Shores MI. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, sister Patricia Taylor, son-in-law 
Giovanni Costa, two very special childhood 
friends, Joann Leja and Leo Whalen, and his 
Goddaughter Mary Kay Whalen. 

A visitation was held at David C. Brown 
Funeral Home, Belleville, MI (734) 697-4500 
on Saturday, December 7, 2024 with a service 
that followed. Arrangements by David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, Belleville, MI (734)697- 
4500. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may 
be made to Goodfellows, Toys for Tots, or Van 
Buren Public Schools Education Foundation. 
www.davidcbrownfh.com 


CREMATION 


$895.00 complete 
NO Hidden Service Fees 


(800) 331-5051 


DUZAK Funeral & 
Cremation Center, Inc. 


Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 
Cremation Cost Provider 
Since 1977 


www.duzakcremation.com 
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Richard Maton 


RICHARD ‘DICK’ MATON 

(August 29, 1946 — December 7, 2024) 
Richard “Dick” Maton, age 78, of Loveland 
OH, formerly of Belleville, MI, passed away 
on December 7, 2024, surrounded by his 
family. He was born on August 29, 1946, in 
Ypsilanti, MI, to Frank and Marjory (Cullin) 
Maton. After high school he studied at Western 
Michigan University. Dick became a State 
Farm Insurance Agent where he loved serving 
and caring for many families in the Belleville 
area. Most recently, he was a member of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Charlottsville, 
VA. He was also a member of St. Michael 
Lutheran Church in Wayne, MI for many years 
and cherished his time there. Dick was also 
a charter member of Open Arms Lutheran 
Church in Belleville. He was a past member 
and president of the Belleville Rotary Club 
and a member and chairman of the board for 
the Lutheran High School Association. Dick 
also was a longtime member of the Belleville 
Chamber of Commerce. In his free time Dick 
enjoyed hunting, fishing and golfing with his 
many special friends and family. Dick loved 
classic cars and was proud of his 1964 and a 
half Ford Mustang convertible. Most of all Dick 
loved his Lord, his family and his community. 
Dick is survived by his loving wife Joyce Maton 
of 58 years; his children, Robert (Kira) Maton 
of Matthews, NC, Ashley (Peter) Roehm of 
Loveland, OH, and Benjamin (Jennifer) Maton 
of Charlottesville, VA; his grandchildren, Trent 
and Bryce of Matthews, NC, Reno and Ryder of 
Loveland, OH, and Stella, Ruby and Phoenix of 
Charlottesville, VA. 

He was preceded in death by his parents. 

A visitation has been planned for Friday, 
December 13, 2024, from 4 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. 
Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 
697-4500. A funeral service will be Saturday, 
December 14, 2024 at 10:30 a.m. at St. Michael 
Lutheran Church, 3003 Hannan Rd. in Wayne, 
MI 48184; Reverend James Richter will 
officiate. Burial will be in Hillside Cemetery 
at 2:15 p.m., 46785 Denton Rd. Belleville, MI, 
48111. 

www.davidcbrownfh.com 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be 
made to St. Michael Lutheran Church building 
fund at www.stmichaellutheran.org/give . 


FRANK EDWARD ROBINSON, SR. 

(July 30, 1948 — December 6, 2024) 

Age 76, of New Boston. U.S. Navy and Ford 
Motor Co. Survived by loving partner Diana 
Carroll; children Christine, Frank Jr., Denny, 
Melissa; bonus son Shawn; siblings Tom, Carol; 
18 grandchildren; 19  great-grandchildren. 
www.davidcbrownfh.com 


To build a better 


world, start in your 
own community! 
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Underwood 


(continued from page 1) 
Deeply respected for his fierce 


work ethic and humble character, 
the town is celebrating Underwood’s 
accomplishments, commitment to 


community and decision to continue 
playing football just down the road at the 
University of Michigan, where he accepted 
the most lucrative NIL offer ever conferred, 
according to the news release. 

“Bryce Underwood represents the spirit of 
dedication, perseverance and kindness that 
define our small community, so the Key 
to the City is a well-deserved honor,” said 
Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce 
President Dinara Strikis, “We’re thrilled 
that he, along with Elijah Dotson, will 
continue to represent us on and off the field 
at the nearby University of Michigan. It’s 
great to see such top talent stay so close 
to home.” 

“I would like to personally thank the 
community of Belleville for supporting 
me on my BHS football journey,” said 
Underwood in the news release. “The love 
and support I’ve felt is beyond amazing. 
I’m excited to be a short drive away from 
Belleville, to continue my football journey 
at University of Michigan and happy to 
say that the Belleville community had an 
impact on me deciding to stay home!” 

Bryce’s parents said they are beyond 
thrilled with not just his poise on the field, 
but also his all-around development as a 
person. 

“Bryce has exceeded our expectations 
both on and off the field,” Mr. and Mrs. 
Underwood concur. “We are very proud of 
the young man he has become and excited 
about the future that God has blessed him 
with.” 

“Bryce is a hardworking young man that 
casts a positive light wherever he is,” says 
Pete Kudlak, superintendent of Van Buren 
Public Schools which includes BHS. 
“It’s clear that he was raised with pride, 
kindness, and humility. He brought these 
each day to BHS and, as a leader, they 
permeated the building.” 

Underwood walked in Saturday’s evening 
parade along with fellow BHS football 
players who also have comitted to playing 
college football. 

“It’s been areal treat to watch the Belleville 
Tigers these past four years,” said City of 
Belleville Mayor Voigt, who presented the 
Key to the City to Underwood. 

“Under the leadership of Bryce 
Underwood at quarterback, by making 
three trips to Ford Field and winning back- 


to-back state championships, they have 
accomplished what few other schools can 
even dream of,” Mayor Voigt said. “The 
entire community is anxious to see what 
this talented young man and the many other 
talented players on the Belleville Tigers do 
in the next stage of their athletic careers.” 
The Chamber of Commerce and City of 
Belleville also recognized eight additional 
college football signees and 12 more 
players with offers to continue playing 
football in college -- 21 players total. 

Signed and committed BHS players 
are: Underwood (UMich), Elijah Dotson 
(UMich), Adrian Walker, Jr. (Miami of 
Ohio), Antwon Thomas (Miami of Ohio), 
Desmon Yharbrough (Miami of Ohio), 
Lamar Fairfax Jr. (Memphis), and Andre 
Thomas Jr. (Central Michigan). 

Committed players are: Amari Martin 
(Madonna University) and Reyne Diaz 
(Madonna University). 

Those with offers to continue playing 
college football are: Trezelle Jenkins, 
Jr., Brayden Lane, Marquis Peoples, Jr., 
Damon Denny, Jr., Ray-Mond Smith, Jr., 
Malik Murrell, Andre Johnson, Jr., Trey 
Graham, DeShaun Murray, Tayshaun 
Taylor, Rashad Jones, and Je’ Von Martin. 
Information from news release by Alvis 
Brigis, public relations director, Belleville 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 


Birthdays 


Dec. 14 — Barbara Thomas 
Dec. 16 — Nashlan Robinson 
Dec. 17 — William C. Thomas 


. 21 — Judy Speir-Crawford 
. 22 — Gabbarella Hooks 
. 30 — Amber Wood 
Dec. 31 — Journy Lynx Long, Kenny 
Tucker 


Do you have a birthday soon? Does someone 
you know have a birthday? Let us know and 
we will print the name as soon as possible. For 
more information, call (734) 699-9020. 


= On aera | 
i D December 14 5 
from 


= ?/ Bladez Hair Salon & 
601 E. Huron River Dr. § 
Belleville 


KAYROUZE JEWELRY e Custom Design 


¢ Bridal Rings & 
Wedding Bands 


e Creation Diamonds 


e Natural Diamonds 


504 Main Street, Belleville, MI 48111 


® 734.444.2323 


™ tony@kayrouzejewe 


Tony Kayrouze 
„com 


Jewelry 
e Repairs 
on the Spot 
e Watch 
Battery 
Change 
e Buying 
Gold 
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Pharmacy 


- Transfer to Milton's TODAY 


| 1 Call Milton's at 734-391-0190 


2 Tell us you want to transfer to 
Milton's 


3 Done, we do the rest! 


“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for 
over 20 years with quality and caring service.” Re 
y 


CROWNS « ROOT CANALS « EXTRACTIONS « FILLINGS <> 
WHITENING ° BONDING ¢ DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE) 


Paar | HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL ~) * 


Accepting Blue Cross Complete, 
SENIOR & MILITARY Molina, Wellcare, Meridian & 
DISCOUNTS 


Medicaid! 


SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS 
Immediate Dentures and 
Flippers Available. 


s GOMPLETE DENTURE m PARTIAL SHAU +: NEW PATIENT S4999 exces 


Bo Dens SPECIAL or was i 


HEALTH INSURANCE 
OPEN ENROLLMENT 
ENDS SOON! 


Get your January 1, 2025 insurance 
in place by December 15th 
& enjoy the holidays! 


NES ie 


Connor Messina 


CMessina@HealthMarkets.com 
248-210-9192 
186 Main Street, Belleville, DERF: 
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MEET SPOT! 

Spot has been part of the 
FMAR family since she was 
just a tiny kitten, bravely 
overcoming an early battle 
with botflies. Despite her 
resilience and sweet nature, 
we can’t figure out why this 
lovely girl hasn’t found her 
forever home yet. 


In the teen room, Spot is a 
quiet observer, content to 
watch the action unfold. She 
doesn’t hide or shy away and 
is always happy to receive 
pets from visitors. Spot might 
not demand your attention, 
but she will absolutely melt 
your heart. 


We know that in the right 
home, Spot will truly thrive. 
She has so much love to give 
and just needs a chance to 
shine. Will you be the one to 
make her holiday wish come 
true? Come meet Spot today 
and give her the forever home 
she’s been waiting for. 


If you'd like to adopt Spot, 
please submit an application. 
She’s spayed, microchipped, 
vaccinated, and negative for 
FIV/FeLv. 


Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue 
51299 Arkona Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 
734-461-9458 
www. friendsofmichigan.org 


we i) B 
59 Paw Treatment 

- FREE Teeth Brushing f 
- Upgraded Shampoo 

a Conditioner 


- FREE Blueberry Facial | 


(A $50 value with any Full 
groom or Full bath booking) 


Mention “WINTERSPA24" 


BookonlinejatiMa 


DAS l , 4 ‘ Fa i 
OE ee MAIN STREET} 
SIE CI NUTS: PUPS Ince 


Occ GROOMING 


177 MAIN STREET BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 - 134.325.6069 2 


WE’RE OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY, 8AM-6PM 
Schedule Your Appointment Today! 


A AMC: 


Í | f VAN BUREN | 


ANIMAL 
MEDICAL 


CENTER 


ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN 
Scott Driscoll, DVM Keri Dasher, DVM 
491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111 
734-699-6510 
www.amcvanburen.com 


ERER 
Bellevilke Central Business 
Community Presents 


Photos with Santa 


At Belleville Area Museum m 
| SATURDAYS J aiii s 
* December 14 & 


December 21 
12 noon to 4 pm 
No Charge but 
DONATIONS WELCOME 
Photos for Special 
Needs -- All Ages 


11:30 am to 12 noon 
both December 14 & 21 


pa 
== Fiiward jones 
» 4 \ DEMMER eae 


FORD 


HAVING MUTT 


state Group 


ATCHINSON 
<> 


WHERE FORD MEETS FAMILY 


. “GENISYS 


T Wayne Thanks to Our Sponsors 
County 
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Musings 


> > 

By Janet Millard “S 

Independent l 
Advertising Director & ` 


Wow, Winter Fest sure brought the 
crowds, even with the freezing temps. 
Such great parade entries and Buzz the 
Business Dog from the Belleville Central 
Business Community was enjoying all the 
attention. Speaking of the CBC, on Dec. 14 
and 21, you may bring the children to sit on 
Santa’s lap at the Belleville Area Museum 
from noon to 4 p.m. Special-need children 
and adults are invited to a quiet time with 
the big guy from 11:30 to noon. Free 
pictures (donations welcome), holiday 
stockings and an opportunity to pick from 
the treasure chest will make it worth your 
time to wait in the line. This is the last event 
hosted by the Belleville Central Business 
Community for 2024. Next up in 2025 
are the Third Thursday monthly popups 
on Main Street and the Flop E Bunny 
candy hunt on Faster Saturday. Again, free 
pictures with the bunny and a gift from the 
Treasure Chest. 

KKK 
Tomorrow, Dec. 13, and Saturday, Dec. 
14 is the last Vendor/Craft show scheduled 
by Sumpter Township Senior Center. It 
looks like it is never too late to pick up 
those last minute gifts. 
KKK 
You are going to find Santa around town 
many days this month. On Saturday, Dec. 
14, from noon to 2 p.m., that jolly old elf 
has planned a visit to Bladez Hair Salon. 
Please see their ad in today’s paper. 
KKK 
Still need stocking stuffers? There will 
be a few Third-Thursday Popups on Main 
Street in addition to our regular retail, so 
watch for the signs and get your shopping 


done! 
ok ok ok 


Do you have a business item you would 
like to see in this column? Call Janet 
Millard at (734) 699-9020. 


One Call Does It All... 
...At The Independent 
734-699-9020 


Speciatizine IN Large AND Hazarpous REMovALS 


PROFESSIONAL 
TREE SERVICE 


24 Hr. Emercency SERVICE 
TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL 
Stump & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL 
CRANE SERVICE * FIREWOOD 
FuLLY INSuRED ° FREE ESTIMATES 
Senior Citizen Discount 
EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA 
Call Joe (734) 664-9285 
10% OFF MENTION AD 
Call Tom (734) 864-2243 
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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman 
At its Dec. 3 meeting, the Van Buren Township Board of Trustees honored former 
Trustee Sherry Frazier who did not run for reelection. From left are newly elected Trustee 
William Frazier, Treasurer Sharry Budd, Supervisor Kevin McNamara (holding the 
framed proclamation), Frazier, Clerk Leon Wright, and Trustees Donald Boynton and 


Kevin Martin. Trustee Bryon Kelley was absent. 


VBT board presents 
proclamation honoring 
Trustee Sherry Frazier 


Whereas, Sherry Frazier has been a Van 
Buren Township resident for over 42 years; 
and 

Whereas, Sherry Frazier is wife to Wayne 
(d. 2011), a former teacher in the Van 
Buren Public Schools, mother to William, 
Andrew and Suanna_ Frazier-Abbasi, 
and grandmother and great-grandmother 
to her many grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren; and 

Whereas, Sherry Frazier has dedicated 
herself to her education by receiving a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Secondary Education 
from Eastern Michigan University, an 
Education Specialist Certificate from 
Wayne State University, and a Master’s 
Degree in Library Science from the 
University of Michigan; and 

Whereas, Sherry Frazier has had many 
careers including as a librarian at the 
Fred C. Fischer Library, an educator in 
the Plymouth-Canton School District and 
Trenton Public School, and as a Licensed 
Realtor; and 

Whereas, Sherry Frazier has dedicated 
herself towards the betterment of her 
community by serving on the Belleville 
Area Council for the Arts; the Van Buren 
Public Schools Board of Education from 


1984 to 1994 and 2000 to 2016 for a total 
of 26 years; and 

Whereas, Sherry Frazier has been 
appointed to many boards, including 
an appointment to the Wayne Oakland 
Library Federation Board from 1990 to 
1992, an appointment to the White House 
Conference on Libraries from 1988 to 
1990, and was appointed to RESA — the 
Regional Education System Association; 
and 

Whereas, Sherry Frazier began serving 
on the Board of Trustees for Van Buren 
Township in November of 2016 and 
completed her final term in 2024 for a total 
of 8 years service; 

It is Resolved, On this, the 3% day of 
December, 2024, the Van Buren Township 
Board of ‘Trustees hereby recognize 
the achievements of Sherry Frazier and 
commend her many years of service to 
the community and especially her 8 years 
of dedicated public service to the citizens 
of Van Buren Township as a Trustee and 
wish her the greatest luck in her future 
endeavors. 

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor 
Sharry Budd, Treasurer 

Leon Wright, Clerk 

Kevin Martin, Trustee 
Donald Boynton, Jr., Trustee 
Bryon Kelley, Trustee 
William Frazier, Trustee 


BESMCHIMNEN 


OUR 6274 
YEAR! 


CHIMNEYS BUILT, REPAIRED & CLEANED 


MASONRY WORK 
SCREENS INSTALLED 
TUCK POINTING 
GUTTERS 
RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL 
VIOLATIONS 
CORRECTED 
FLEXLINERS 
CERTIFICATIONS 


BEFORE- — 
INSPECTIONS ae 


(73 


a, 


ER MASONRY CO 


OUR. 6274 
YEAR! 


Licensed & Insured AETA 
State Lic # 40800 
Family Owned See 


St 


242-2992 


bestchimneyandroofing.com 
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CLOSED CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY 


Monday-Thursday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Fri. 11 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. © Sat. Noon - 8 p.m. 


DOS'PESOS 
Restaurant 


DINE-IN ONLY 
MONDAY - $6 Margaritas 
TUESDAY - Taco Tuesday Specials 


TAMALES NOW AVAILABLE 


11800 Belleville Rd. 


Thinking of buying or selling? 


Our knowledge & Experience will guide you along the way 


RON & JANE VESCHE 
734.740.4165 
WWW.VESCHETEAM.COM 


Don’t miss the upcoming 
on and 
at . Our talented 
ensemble will perform an inspiring selection of choral 
masterpieces, delivering the true Christmas message. 


Bring your family and friends for a Christmas Concert 
filled with beautiful melodies and an uplifting 


performance. Admission is free. For more information, 


contact our office at 


IMPORT AND DOMESTIC 


Burhop’s Collision 


Bopy AND FENDER REPAIR 
COMPLETE GLASS INSTALLATION 
(734) 699-3641 
FAx: (734) 699-3856 


Towing Available 
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m. 


112 Davis St. 
Belleville, MI 48111 


, Na e 


The Hair Station 
(734) 796-4795 


151 Main Street 
Belleville MI 48111 


HOLIDAY COLOR 
SPECIALS! 


thehairstation151@yahoo.com 


George E. Long, III 
Attorney & Counselor At Law 
Federal & State Criminal 
and Civil Defense 
DUI e Wills e Probate Matters 


Divorce ¢ Social Security Disability 
Notary Public 


i ms 234-697-4455 
321 Main Street, BELL 


eXp Realty is the fastest growing independent real estate ` 
brokerage in the world and the #1 growth leader across - 
transactions, volume, and agent count. ON THE 
AngelaLee LEE TEAM 
ok Ani t With Lee 
‘REALTOR & ASSOCIATE BROKER 


O—n 


313-626-1822 
Expect Exceptionalism 
Serving South Eastern Michigan 


www.AngelaLeeY ourRealtor.com 


AT A 


All Insurances Welcome 


A SUMPTER Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee 
/ GOLLISION Onsite Rental Cars 
ERY Rem enon TAA R.V. Repair 
James Chudzinski - Owner i A. Auto Glass 
Kevin Schewe - Manager pi yi 
21585 Sumpter Rd. F , ines = 
Belleville, MI 48111 & Watercraft 
Ase) 734.699.7758 a O 
sumptercollision@gmail.com us TEANNEN 


The Belleville Independent is a drop 
off location for the U.S. Marine Corps 
Toys for Tots Program. Bring in your 
new, unwrapped toy to our office at: 
152 Main St., Suite 9, Belleville, MI 


We are located in the Professional Building (the old movie 
theater building) across from Zax Auto Wash. 


HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 
SATURDAY 11AM-3PM OPEN TO PUBLIC 


Friends of MI Animals Rescue 
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All 
ADOPTIONS BY 


aronet 541299 Arkona Road 


a Belleville, MI 48111 
734-461-9458 


Friends of Michigan N info@friendsofmichigan.org 
Animals Rescue www.friendsofmichigan.org 


Pa Free Estimates 
a at Service & Repair 
en raund 
as Lines ore 
PLUMBING 


Caleb Windiate 
734.307.6478 


ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com 


Licensed & Insured 
Honest & Reliable 


west BRANCH BUILDERS 


eh 
JA 
21321 KARR RD 
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 
TIM BOWMAN 


SERVING OUR 
COMMUNITY FOR 
OVER 38 YEARS 


LICENSED 
INSURED 


RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL 


westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com PHONE 734-476-1098 


J.R's Tree Service 
734-250-3855 
Jeremy Reber 

owner 


Free Estimate's 


Tree Removal 
Tree Trimming 
Scump Removal 
Fire Wood 

Lot Clearing 
Fully Insured 


Arrwood Construction 
Grading, Excavating, etc. Lia 
Bill Arrwood E 


owner 
313-363-6590 


"49450 Judd Rd. 
Belleville, MI. 48111 


arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com 


| 


Fax 734-697 799 


Belleville, M 


AUTO • HOME « MOBILE HOME 
DUANE DETLOR, CIC BOAT « BUSINESS e LIFE 
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VBT announces website 
domain name change 


Van Buren Township announces it has 
moved to a new official website domain, 
vbtmi.gov. 

This change is intended to enhance the 
township’s online security and reinforce its 
identity as a government entity. 

“The new domain name reflects our 
township’s branding; it’s memorable and 
conveys a positive vibe,” said township 
supervisor Kevin McNamara. “Day-to- 
day township operations will remain 
unaffected,” he said. 

To learn more about Van Buren Township, 
visit vbtmi.gov . 


BHS at-home games 


e Thursday, Dec. 12 — Girls JV and Varsity 
Basketball vs. West Bloomfield (JV 5:30 
p-m.; Varsity 7 p.m.) 

e Friday, Dec. 13 — Boys and Girls 
Bowling vs. Livonia Stevenson at Lodge 
Lanes, 3 p.m. 

e Saturday, Dec. 14 — Girls JV Basketball 
vs. Rockford, 6 p.m.; Girls Varsity 
Basketball vs. Muskegon, 8:30 p.m. 

e Monday, Dec. 16 — Boys and Girls 
Bowling vs. Livonia Franklin at Lodge 
Lanes, 3 p.m. 


Van Buren Eagles set 
New Year’s Eve party 


The Van Buren Eagles #3996 will hold its 
annual New Year’s Eve Party on Dec. 31 at its 
lodge at 9961 Beck Rd., Van Buren Township. 

There will be live music with the Saddle 
Rock Band and a catered dinner featuring 
brisket, pork loin, or chicken, along with 
pizza, champagne, and a balloon drop at 
midnight. 

Tickets are $40 if purchased before Dec. 
15 and $45 if purchased later. Tickets 
are available at the Eagles or through 
Paypal:www.foe3996.com . 


BONEGUTTERS 


TREE EXPERTS, LLC 


STORM DAMAGE & 
FALL DISCOUNTS! 


50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/BRUSH! 
e Storm Clean Up ENI 
z SERVICE BY 
Free Estimates USS 
Tree Topping & Trimming 
Tree & Shrub Removal 


Stump Removal ¢ Bucket Service 
Insured & Senior Discounts 


<<(734) 431-4202 
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS 


FOR SALE WANTED SERVICES HELP WANTED 


FIREWOOD, all hardwood $85 face cord 
$45 half face cord. For delivery add $10 
(734) 341-8557 

TIRES 4 used snow tires on 
$300 OBO 


12/19 


12/12 


SNOW 
rims for 2014 Ford Fusion. 
(734) 383-0945 


WESTERN SNOWPLOW- 7 4’. $500 
OBO. (734) 417-3233 12/12 
FENCE BOARDS $3.00 each 


Firewood $75.00 (734) 461-1414 


06/27 


VEHICLES FOR SALE 


2009 LINCOLN MKX, AWD V6 3.5 lit 
135k miles . White, great cond. Clean. 
$6,000. (734) 502 0241 

2013 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT. 
Automatic, very good condition, no 
rust. $7,950 OBO Private owner. 
(734) 695-0819 12/12 
2010 JEEP PATRIOT WAGON. 4x4, full 
power & air. Like new inside & out. $4,950 
Private owner. (734) 695-0819 


12/19 


12/12 


FOR RENT 


CANTON TOWNSHIP Immediate 
occupancy. 2 bd, 1 % bath, full basement, 
carport, Plymouth Canton schools. 
$1,500 month, $2,250 security deposit. 
(313) 402-0187 


FREE 


ARIENS SNOWPLOW. It worked 
last time used. (734) 383-0945 
JUTE RUG, 7’ x 10’ all natural color 
with brown trim. (734) 941-9567 


12/12 


12/19 


FREE FILL. Delivery available. 
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel. 
Belleville. TEN 


LARGE ADULT RAIN 
suspenders (734) 941 9567 


HALL FOR RENT 


HALL AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR EVENT 


VFW POST #4434 
44170 BEMIS ROAD 


with 
12/19 


pants 


Have your next event with us. 
Meeting Room, kitchen, outdoor 
pavilion, large outdoor space. 


Contact Lori at 734/660-0797 


ADVANCED H & W 
PAYING CASH 


Buying Junk Cars & 
Trucks. Free 7 Day 
Pick Up. Call Today! 


(734) 223-5581 
(517) 605-6388 


D.K. JUNK CAR 
BUYERS 
PAY CASH 


We Work 
Monday - Saturday. 


134-368-5088 
734-545-5195 


WANTED — ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. (734) 
697-5600 TEN 
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600 TFN 


PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18. 

This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


A&L SERVICES 
Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service 
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, 
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath. 
Serving Belleville Since 
1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628 


BEYOND HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


Kitchens — Baths 
Plumbing — Concrete 
Doors — Windows - Siding 
Gutters - Basements 
Drywall — Painting 
Senior & Veteran Discounts 
Call Pete - (734) 636-3741 


INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 


MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof 
leaks, cleaning & _ gutter repair, 
landscape maintenance & power 
washing. (734) 796-3628 12/19 
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 


painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774 
KNIFE SHARPENING. Tired of dull 
knives call, Razor Knife Sharpening 
(734) 699-6634 12/26 


04/03/25 


CELL PHONE, 11/22/24 on Haggerty 
Road, south of Huron River Drive. 
(248) 933-0611 


12/19 


The Belleville 
Independent is a drop 
off location for the U.S. 
Marine Corps Toys for 
Tots Program. Bring in 
your new, unwrapped 
toy to our office at: 
152 Main St., Suite 9, 
Belleville, MI 


We are located in the Professional Building (the old 
movie theater building) across from Zax Auto Wash. 


CDL DRIVER NEEDED 
Immediate Position. 
Local Driving, Home 

Every Night. 
Kovalak Excavating 
Company 
Call 734-461-6838 


Local Excavating Company 
has openings for 
LABORERS 
Wages Negotiable. 
Kovalak Excavating 
Company 
Call 734-461-6838 


Kovalak Excavating 
has an opening for 
a Secretary 30 to 
40 hours per week. 
Salary negotiable 
plus Benefits. 
Call 734-461-6838 


COMMERCIAL CLEANING POSITION 
in Canton. Flexible hours & 7 days/week. 
Mon-Thurs. 9am-12pm. Fri-Sun. 6pm- 
9pm. Offers competitive pay & a pleasant 
work environment. (734) 673-2364 or 
rdunn08@yahoo.com 12/19 


Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 

The Belleville-Area 
Independent Website 
is Online! Visit us @ 
bellevilleareaindependent.com 


Notice to Advertisers: 

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent's liability shall be limited to an 
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind. 
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More Letters 


Non-profit Tiger Village 
needs your support 


To the editor: 
Gregory Cooper, distinguished graduate of 


Belleville High School and lifelong Wayne 
County educator, was looking for a way to 
give back to the community that contributed 
to his early success in education. 

In considering what he could bring to BHS, 
he thought of the Champions of Wayne and 
John Glenn programs for which he served 
as a mentor during his time as a biology 
teacher at both Wayne Memorial and John 


FEEDING FAMILIES IN VAN BUREN, BELLEVILLE & SUMPTER 


EMERGENCY 


mi 


First United 
Methodist Church 


& d CM, t 


417 Charles Street 
Belleville, MI. 
734-697-9288 


Food distribution on Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 10AM - 1PM 


Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
MINUTES - DECEMBER 3, 2024 
Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to 
order at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room. Present: 
Supervisor McNamara, Treasurer Budd, Clerk 
Wright, Trustee Boynton, Trustee Martin, 
and Trustee Frazier. Absent/Excused: Trustee 
Kelley. Others in attendance: Deputy Supervisor 
Selman, Recording Assistant Beaudry, Director 
of Community Services Renaud, Deputy 
Director of Community Services Dohring, 
Director of Water and Sewer Lawrence, 
Director of Parks Locke, DDA Director Coburn, 
Director of Municipal Services Akers, Director 

of Recreation Gerhart, and an audience of six. 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE 
AGENDA: Supervisor McNamara outlined the 
items appearing on the agenda. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Budd 
moved, Martin seconded to approve the 
amended agenda removing: New Business 
Item #3: To consider approval of a request by 
Pulte Homes for a PRD and site condominium 
modifications as recommended by the Planning 
Commission, New Business Item #4: To 
consider approval of a request by Pulte Homes 
for a special land use for PUD amendment to 
construct 88 detached, single family dwelling 
units on individual condominium lots, and New 
Business Item #5: To consider approval of a 
request by Pulte Homes for a special land use 
for PUD amendment to construct 88 detached, 
single family dwelling units on individual 
condominium lots. Motion Carried. 
ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
Boynton moved, Wright seconded to approve 
the Consent Agenda: Board Meeting Minutes of 
November 19, 2024, Prepaid List of November 
21, 2024, Prepaid List of November 27, 2024, 
Approval of a METRO Act Permit for 123.NET, 
Approval of the 2025 Board of Trustees Meeting 


Schedule, Approval of the 2025 Township 
Holiday Schedule, Approval of Resolution 
2024-25: Wayne County Annual Permit, 


Approval of Resolution 2024-26: DUWA 
Second Amended Articles of Corporation, 
Approval of an amendment to the 2024 
Amended budget to Attorney Fees- Republic 
Litigation (101-266-801-003) from $40,000 to 
$150,000 from the General Fund balance and 
Approval of amendments to the 2024 Amended 
budget to Election Reimbursement Account 


#101-262-727-001, Election Office Supplies 
(101-262-727), Election Office Wages (101- 
262-705), and Election Printing and Publishing 
(101-262-900) to account for reimbursements 
and grants received for elections. Motion 
Carried. 

PUBLIC HEARING: None 
CORRESPONDENCE / 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 
Clerk Wright announced the passing of VFW 
Commander Bob Krouse and thanked him and 
his wife for years of dedication and service 
in making sure veterans were continuously 
honored with flags on their graves and Former 
Trustee Sherry Frazier was given a proclamation 
honoring her terms as a member of the Van 
Buren Township Board of Trustees. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (Unfinished and New 
Business): None. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Budd moved, Wright seconded to approve the 
purchase of an F-150 Crew Cab truck for the 
Water and Sewer Department in the amount of 
$45,759. Motion Carried. 

Wright moved, Frazier seconded to approve 
a request by Todd Waller for the excavation, 
removal, and off-site hauling of up to 93,000 
cubic yards of soil to create a 5-acre pond for 
agricultural purposes. Wright and Frazier then 
amended their motion to rescind the previous 
motion. Finally, Boynton moved, Wright 
seconded to postpone the original motion until 
the applicant can be present to answer questions. 
Motion Carried. 

Wright moved, Boynton seconded to approve 
Fishbeck to provide Engineering Services for 
North Shore and Beckly Road Pump Station 
replacement in the amount of $24,850 to be 
paid from Sewer Capital Outlay Fund 592-537- 
971-004. Motion Carried. 

REPORTS: None. 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: None. 

BOARD COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: None. 

ADJOURNMENT: Wright moved; Boynton 
seconded to adjourn the meeting at 6:33 p.m. 
Motion Carried. 

Leon Wright, Township Clerk 

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor 

Publish: December 12, 2024 


Glenn High Schools. 

The primary objective of the Champions 
of Wayne program is “to transform student 
obstacles to success by way of an incentive- 
based mentoring system so that each student 
graduates in the best way possible”. 

To this end, students, or champions, set 
semester-long goals for themselves, and 
select a mentor, a teacher or staff member, to 
help and guide them in their pursuit of these 
goals. In each of those programs, students 
who reach their goals are financially 
rewarded with a check at the end of the 
semester. 

Funding for the programs at Wayne 
Memorial and John Glenn comes from 
alumni donors as well as support non-profit 
organizations, including The Helppie Family 
Charitable Foundation and Arrow Cares. 

While it is normally advisable that a 
mentor have a caseload of two to three 
students a semester, Mr. Cooper, unable 
to turn a student away when reaching out 
for support, committed to mentoring up to 
63 students in a semester. As a mentor, he 
saw unmotivated students who started with 
a GPA of 0.7 invest in their education, take 
challenging courses, believe in themselves 
and their future, ultimately improving to 
GPAs of 2.5 in just a semester or two. 

Mr. Cooper’s first-hand experience with 
the transformative nature of this program 
encouraged him to approach Principal 
Crockett of Belleville High School with the 
idea of starting something similar at BHS. 
From this seed of an idea, Tiger Village 
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has grown. In the fall, Tiger Village was 
fully registered as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization and is overseen by a board 
of former educators and members of the 
Belleville community, including Gregory 
Cooper (president), Scott Wilsey (vice 
president), Randy Brown (treasurer), and 
Esther Walker (secretary). Dr. Sydney 
Rosenblum, the academic student success 
coach at BHS, has recruited the pilot cohort 
of Tiger Village scholars, or Villagers, who 
have set academic and attendance goals for 
the semester and are on the path to earning a 
financial reward for their efforts. 

It is the hope that by providing incentives 
and opportunities for connections with 
adult mentors, Tiger Village will contribute 
to the improvement in student academic 
performance, self-efficacy, and to an 
increased sense of support within BHS. 

It takes a village to raise a BHS Tiger, and the 
founders of Tiger Village would like to invite 
you, the Belleville community, to contribute 
to the success of this program by providing 
financial support. Please check out the 
website: https://www.bit.ly/bhstigervillage 
for more information and ways to donate. 
You can donate via Venmo (@tigervillage_ 
bhs), CashApp ($bhstigervillage), PayPal 
(Tiger Village), or by cash or check (written 
out to Tiger Village). Tiger Village can be 
reached at tighervillagebhs@gmail.com or 
at Belleville High School, 501 W. Columbia 
Ave., Belleville, MI 48111. 


Sydney Rosenblum 


Dudek Heating & Cooling 


Service and Installation 


Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates - Furnaces - Boilers 
Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters 
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing 


Keith Dudek : Owner 
11681 Rawsonville 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Public Notice 


STATE OF ILLINOIS 
CIRCUIT COURT COUNTY OF LAKE 
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Orders No. 20240 P002188, 20240P002187 
James Justice Hammond 
vs. 

Makayla Danielle Tew 
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO YOU, Makayla 
Danielle Tew, that this case has been 
commenced in this court by the petitioner 
against you for ORDER OF PROTECTION 

and other relief. 

UNLESS YOU file your answer or otherwise 
file your appearance in this case in the Office 
of the Circuit Clerk of this Court in the Lake 
County Courthouse, Waukegan, Illinois, on 
or before DECEMBER 27th, 2024. 

A JUDGEMENT OR DECREE BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST 
YOU FOR THE RELIEF ASKED IN THE 
PETITION. Publish: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2024 


Office: (734) 461-6165 
Cell: (734) 730-9733 


Public Notice 


IN THE PROBATE COURT 
OF COLBERT COUNTY, ALABAMA 
IN THE MATTER OF: THE ESTATE 
OF HAROLD GLEN CARRIGAN, 
DECEASED 
CASE NO.: 15-0263 


NOTICE OF HEARING 
A hearing is hereby set on January 9, 
2025 at 9:30 a.m. in the Probate Court of 
Colbert County, Alabama on the Petition 
for Final Settlement in the Estate of 
Harold Glen Carrigan, deceased. 


DEBORAH BELL PASEUR 
Attorney for petitioner, Matthew W. Coats 
Administrator 
1847 N. Wood Avenue 
Florence, AL 35630 
(256) 766-3131 
Publish: Dec. 5, 12, 19, 2024 
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Van Buren Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


There were 235 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police last week including the following. 
Sunday, Dec. 1: 

0012 — domestic, Parkwood Dr. 

xxxx — intrusion alarm, N. I-94 Service Dr. 

0419 — domestic, Denton Rd. 

0455 — welfare check, W. I-94/Belleville Rd. 

0747 — assist other dept., W. I-94/Hannan Rd. 

0953 — property check, W. Walden Dr. 

1012 — civil matter, Chaney Ave. 

1016 — assist other dept., Vernon St. 

1133 — property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. / S. 
I-94 Service Dr. 

1158 — larceny from auto, Maple Dr. 

1322 — assist fire dept., Van Allen Ave. 

1332 — assist fire dept., Denton Rd. 

1359 — fraud, Anna Dr. 

1428 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 

1444 — assist fire dept., Sheldon Rd. 

1524 — property damage accident, Michigan / 
Michigan Ave. 

1554 — assault & batter, Martinsville Rd. 

1658 — assist citizen, Belleville Rd. 

1709 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Parkwood Dr. 

1827 — civil matter, Maple Dr. 

1821 — civil matter, Oak Ln. 

2308 — animal complaint, Sheldon Rd. 

2346 — disorderly, S. Ponderosa Trl. 

Monday, Dec. 2: 

0108 — assist fire dept., Winding Pond Dr. 

xxxx — 911 welfare check, Outer Dr. 

0921 — civil matter, S. Ponderosa Trl. 

0924 — private property impound, S. I-94 Service 

1001 — larceny, S. I-94 Service Dr. 

1315 — intrusion alarm, Tyler Rd. 

1329 — traffic offense, Belleville Rd. 

XXXX — repossession, Lenmoore Ave. 

1434 — property damage accident, Tyler Rd. / 
Belleville Rd. 

XXXX — misc. complaint, Tyler Rd. 

1456 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd. 

1456 — malicious destruction of property, Denton 

1612 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, WB 
Michigan Ave./bypass 

1626 — vehicle lockout, Ecorse Rd. 

1626 — civil matter, Arlene Ln. 

1718 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Hamilton St./Hayes St. 

1758 — private property impound, Belleville Rd. 

1849 — parking complaint, Kirkridge Park Condos 

2019 — trespassing, Belleville Rd. 

2134 — welfare check, Maurice Dr. 

2154 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Country Walk Blvd. / Savage Rd. 
2235 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
Woodbury Dr. 
Tuesday, Dec. 3: 

0206 — assist fire dept., Parkwood Dr. 

0408 — holdup alarm, Belleville Rd. 

0457 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 

0729 — fraud, Castell Blvd. 

0736 — mental subject, Bemis Rd. 

0931 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd. / Van Born Rd. 

0956 — private property impound, Belleville Rd. 

1024 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd. 

1118 — suicidal person, Rolan Meadows Dr. 

XXXX — repossession, Laguna Dr. 

xxxx — Civil matter, N. Ponderosa Trl. 

1203 — fraud, Endicott St. 

1232 — disorderly, E. Huron River Dr. 

1536 — civil matter, N. Woodbury Dr. 

1855 — intrusion alarm, E. Sadie Ln. 

1855 — misc. complaint, Belleville Rd. 

1930 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 

1946 — trespassing, Belleville Rd. 

2056 — disorderly, E. Huron River Dr. 

2104 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Quirk Rd. 
2108 — mental subject, Outer Dr. 
2316 — traffic offense, Savage Rd. 
Wednesday, Dec. 4: 
0014 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Harbour Club 

0230 — intrusion alarm, Maple Dr. 

0436 — 911 welfare check, Brandi Dr. 

0843 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes, 

Marlowe Ave. 


0851 — family trouble, W. Archwood Dr. 
1042 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1130 — private property impound, Industrial 
1424 — 911 welfare check, Parkwood Dr. 
1417 — civil matter, Belleville Rd. 
1600 — traffic offense, Belleville Rd. 
1707 — vehicle lockout, Brandi Dr. 
1911 — juvenile complaint, Juniper Dr. 
1940 — assist fire dept., Brookside Dr. 
1945 — suicidal person, Van Buren St. 
2235 — property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. 
2251 — property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. / 
Visteon Way 
2256 — property damage accident, S. I-275/Ecorse 
2307 — property damage accident, N. I-275/Ecorse 
2336 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd. 
Thursday, Dec. 5: 
0013 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd. 
0413 — unauthorized driving away of auto, N. 
Bellridge Dr. 
0442 — property damage accident, Michigan / 
Michigan Ave. 
0642 — mental subject, Oak Blvd. 
0746 — property damage accident, Michigan Service 
Dr. / Cemetery Rd. 
0839 — juvenile complaint, Quirk Rd. 
1001 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes, 
Mida Dr. 
1017 — property damage accident, Michigan/Dellor 
1210 — intrusion alarm, Westlake Cir. 
1251 — mental subject, Oak Blvd. 
1253 — animal complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1410 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1517 — intrusion alarm, Rawsonville Rd. 
1534 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes, 
Tyler Rd. 
1608 — property damage accident, Ecorse/Denton 
1633 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. 
1713 — trespassing, Parkwood Dr. 
1835 — road hazard, Rawsonville Rd. / W. Huron 
River Dr. 
2018 — domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
2021 — juvenile complaint, Chandler Dr. 
2045 — misc. complaint, Ormond Dr. 
2344 — domestic, Mantauk Ct. 
Friday, Dec. 6: 
0026 — property damage accident, Oak Blvd./Maple 
Dr. 
0204 — intrusion alarm, Ventura Dr. 
0303 — domestic, Meadows Ct. 
0415 — property check, Ecorse Rd. 
0524 — welfare check, N. Adams 
0717 — larceny, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
0820 — private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd. 
0939 — road hazard, Belleville Rd./Ecorse Rd. 
1011 — motorist assist, Ecorse Rd./Denton Rd. 
1107 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Parkwood Dr. 
1202 — larceny, Ecorse Rd. 
XXXX — private property impound, Oak Blvd. 
1424 — threat, Price Rd. 
1506 — larceny, Wildbrook Dr. 
1607 — mental subject, Hull Rd. 
1615 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd. 
1636 — animal complaint, Ash Dr. 
1713 — welfare check, Ecorse Rd. 
1732 — property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Martz Rd. 
xxxx — holdup alarm, Camden Rd. 
1836 — larceny, Hanover Dr. 
1915 —retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1946 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
2107 — road hazard, W. I-94/Belleville Rd. 
2114 — larceny, Outer Dr. 
2246 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
Saturday, Dec. 7: 
0034 — property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. / 
Morton Taylor Rd. 
0054 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Robson Rd. 
0154 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd. 
0207 — assist fire dept., Richard Run Dr. 
xxxx — holdup alarm, Belleville Rd. 
0917 — trespassing, Haggerty Rd./McKinley St. 
0919 — domestic, Kirkridge Park Dr. 
1104 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1105 — traffic offense, Belleville Rd. 
1229 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Haggerty Rd. 
1229 — civil matter, Rawsonville Rd. 
1434 — missing person, Riggs Rd. 
1444 — holdup alarm, Rawsonville Rd. 
1522 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1544 — civil matter, Oak Blvd. 
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1551 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd. 

1617 — intrusion alarm, Alva Dr. 

1555 — assist fire dept., Holly Ln. 

1627 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 

Denton Rd. 

1806 — missing person, Anna Dr. 

1911 — traffic offense, S. I-94 Service Dr. 

2032 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd. 

2035 — threat, Maple Dr. 

2041 — personal injury accident, Sumpter/Bemis 

2046 — missing person, Borgman Ave. 

2136 — private property impound, Belleville Rd. 

2258 — private property impound, Belleville Rd. 

2333 — assist other dept., Kahla Dr. 

2350 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
Also, on this week’s log are 68 traffic stops, 10 of 
which are on the I-94 and I-275 freeways. 


Belleville Police 


Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Dec. 1: 
0844 — threat, W. Columbia Ave. 
0926 — follow up by officer, Main St. 
Monday, Dec. 2: 
0814 — property damage accident, Main St. 
0853 — warrant arrest, Main St. 
Tuesday, Dec. 3: 
0506 — road hazard, South St./E. Columbia Ave. 
1143 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave. 
xxxx — disorderly, S. Industrial Park Dr. 
Wednesday, Dec. 4: 
0920 — welfare check, Loza Ln. 
0945 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave. 
1116 — larceny, W. Columbia Ave. 
1045 — warrant arrest, Michigan Ave. 
1113 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Owen St. 
1247 — juvenile complaint, Owen St. 
1345 — follow up by officer, W. Columbia Ave. 
1440 — intrusion alarm, Main St. 
1948 — assist other dept., Main St. 
2006 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Main St. 
Thursday, Dec. 5: 
0323 — intrusion alarm, Third St. 
0809 — property check, Denton Rd. 
1114 — misc. complaint, Main St. 
1234 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave. 
1314 — property damage accident, Main St. 
2117 — welfare check, W. Columbia Ave. 
Friday, Dec. 6: 
1431 — property damage accident, Main St./Roys 
1954 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Hull 
Rd. 
2017 — lost property/child, Main St. 
2125 — welfare check, Carmell St. 
Saturday, Dec. 7: 
1454 — suicidal person, N. Biggs Ave. 
1700 — domestic, W. Columbia Ave. 
1902 — family trouble, Belle Villa Blvd. 
1904 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Main St. 
2013 — vehicle lockout, Main St./Third St. 
2114 — welfare check, Main St. 


There are 71 reports on this week’s log and 39 of those 


are traffic stops. 


Sumpter Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Dec. 1: 
0006 — family trouble, Martinsville Rd. 
0710 — civil matter, Wayside Dr. 
0833 — 911 hang up, Nevada St. 
1125 — fire dept. assist, First St. 
1132 — welfare check, Martinsville Rd. 
1440 — 911 hang up, Martinsville Rd. 
1505 — family trouble, Vermont St. 
1515 — juvenile matter, Creekside Dr. 
1618 — family trouble, Willow Rd. 
1703 — 911 hangup, Nevada St. 
1821 — suspicious circumstance, Willis Rd. 
1849 — trespassing complaint, Willis Rd. 


Monday, Dec. 2: 


0125 — welfare check, Harris Rd. 

0650 — animal complaint, Wear Rd. 

0717 — fire dept. assist, Haggerty Rd. 

0956 — suspicious circumstance, Bemis Rd. 


1522 — property damage accident, Redwood Ct. 
1542 — follow-up investigation, Martinsville Rd. 
1631 — property damage accident, Arkona Rd. 
1632 — property damage accident, Martinsville 
1819 — suspicious vehicle, Sherwood Rd. 
1821 — suspicious circumstance, Willis Rd. 
1852 — suspicious person, Arizona St. 
2015 — 911 hangup, Willis Rd. 
2022 — suspicious vehicle, Mulberry Dr. 
2204 — fire dept. assist, Mulberry Dr. 
Tuesday, Dec. 3: 
0451 -911 hang up, Sherwood Rd. 
0711 — civil matter, Nevada St. 
0846 — civil matter, Arizona St. 
1036 — civil matter, Virginia St. 
1227 — suspicious person, Martinsville Rd. 
1252 — fire dept. assist, Executive Dr. 
1519 — open burning, Arkona Rd. 
1547 — welfare check, Martinsville Rd. 
1548 — assist other agency, Elwell Rd. 
1641 — traffic complaint/hazard, Bemis Rd. 
1714 — assist other agency, Martinsville Rd. 
1916 — suspicious circumstance, Wear/Bohn 
1926 — follow-up investigation, Willis Rd. 
2019 — suspicious circumstance, Bemis Rd. 
2029 — fire dept. assist, Haggerty Rd. 
2134 — family trouble, Rustic Ln. 
2323 — civil matter, Colorado St. 
Wednesday, Dec. 4: 
0051 — harassment complaint, Magnolia Dr. 
0345 — shots fired, Bemis Rd. 
0512 — fire dept. assist, Harris Rd. 
0823 — traffic complaint/hazard, Wear Rd. 
0838 — assist other agency, Willis Rd. 
1209 — 911 hang up, Willow Rd. 
1220 —911 hang up, Redwood St. 
1506 — ordinance violation, Sumpter/Willis 
1620 — traffic complaint/hazard, Elwell Rd. 
1639 — suspicious circumstance, Willis Rd. / 
Rawsonville Rd. 
1647 — harassment complaint, Creekside Dr. 
1707 — animal complaint, Savage Rd. 
1751 — animal complaint, Sherwood Rd. / Oakville 
Waltz Rd. 
1850 — property damage accident, Judd Rd. 
2225 — traffic complaint/hazard, Willis/Sherwood 
2336 — alarm, Karr Rd. 
Thursday, Dec. 5: 
0053 — alarm, Sumpter Rd. 
0335 — follow-up investigation, Willis/Sherwood 
0612 — traffic complaint/hazard, Willis/Elwell 
0750 — mental health call, Bemis Rd. 
1157 — civil matter, Bohn Rd. 
1222 — felony warrant arrest, Martinsville Rd. 
1657 — traffic complaint/hazard, Delaware St. 
1722 — animal complaint, Judd Rd. 
1739 — follow-up investigation, out of township 
1806 — fire dept. assist, Judd Rd. 
1836 — fire dept. assist, Hawaii St. 
1844 — property damage accident, Oakville Waltz 
Rd. / Martinsville Rd. 
1945 — family trouble, Willow Rd. 
Friday, Dec. 6: 
0128 — animal complaint, Birch Dr. 
0138 — fire dept. assist, New Mexico St. 
0818 — suspicious circumstance, Martinsville Rd. 
0823 — suspicious person, Judd Rd. 
0923 — civil matter, Birch Dr. 
1217 -911 hang up, Karr Rd. 
1242 —911 hang up, Rustic Ln. 
1446 — animal complaint, Judd Rd. 
1734 — fire dept. assist, Wayside Dr. 
1738 — property damage accident, Bemis Rd. / 
Rawsonville Rd. 
1910 — fire dept. assist, Alaska St. 
1922 —property damage accident, Sumpter/Willis 
2042 — suspicious circumstance, New Mexico St. 
2138 — civil matter, Montana St. 
Saturday, Dec. 7: 
0021 — suspicious circumstance, Birch Dr. 
0256 — suspicious vehicle, Sherwood Rd. 
0313 — family trouble, Timberlane Dr. 
0451 — fire dept. assist, Rawsonville Rd. 
0920 — traffic complaint/hazard, Sumpter/Bemis 
1419 — citizen assist, Willis Rd./California St. 
1820 — assist other agency, Carlisle Rd. 
1911 —noise complaint, Savage Rd. 
1950 — civil matter, Virginia St. 
1958 — animal complaint, Bohn Rd. 
2031 — assist other agency, Sumpter Rd./Bemis 


Sunday, Dec. 8: 


0832 — breaking & entering report, Clark Rd. 
1143 — mental health call, Willis Rd. 


Also on this week’s log are 232 patrol checks, 139 
traffic stops, and 13 misc. details. 
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Tree Removal ¢ Tree Trimming 
Tree Pruning ¢ Brush Removal 
Stump Grinding 


Free Estimates ° Senior Discounts 
No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small 


TNTTREE.COM 


One Call Does It All... 


..At The Independent 
734-699-9020 


CASH FOR YOUR HOME 


AERO REALTY 
35890 GODDARD 
ROMULUS, MI 48174 


OR 
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS 


IS YOUR BUSINESS 


FRBURGLARS & 
71246912888 


Get SERIOUS about your Security! 


for BOTH your Business & Home... 


e Remote Control-View-Playback 
e Email / Smartphone Alerts 

e PC / Mac Support 

e No monthly fees 


$1500 


Includes: 

e Installation 

¢ 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome) 
f° 19” Monitor 

e DVR (2TB) 


innovative 


COMPUTERS 


Full-Service IT * Networks * Cameras 


Actual hardware may vary. 


A veteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995. 
Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing ° InnovativeComputers.net 


Independent photo by Janet Millard 


On Thursday, Dec. 5, the Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce celebrated the grand opening of Thrifts & Gifts at 430 Main St., 
Belleville, with a ribbon cutting. From left are Arlyne Miller, Lynette James, Stacey Trzeciak holding Sage Patterson, Merri Coburn, 
Steve Jones, Kathleen Springer Janelle Gohl (hidden), Sarah Warring, Dinara Strikis, and Belleville Mayor Ken Voigt. 


Photo by Alvis Bragis 
On Sunday, Santa drew the winning entry for a pair of Lions vs. Vikings football game 
tickets in January offered by the Belleville Area Council for the Arts as a fundraiser. The 
winner was Mary Jo Suchy, director of the Belleville Area District Library and active 
Rotarian, who was not present for the drawing. From left are Santa, and BACA members 
Harry VanGelder, and Barbara Rogalle Miller. The raffle was held to support bringing the 
Missoula Children’s Theater to Belleville next summer. 


KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING 


at it's 


Zest! 


THE OLD! 
- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS - 


NH OIL UNDERCOATING 
THE NEW, 
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Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX 
Agent Southeastern Michigan 
RE/MAX GLENN SILVENIS 
CROSSROADS III pa peel i loa 
418 Main Street 
Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000 
email: mrsold@mrsold.com Real Trends Rankings 
website: mrsold.com Office (734) 699-4000 Top 1% Nationwide 
WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES COMPLIANCE FEES JUNK FEES 


a -i 7 A 4 > = x rh Er WRS. 
208 E HURON RIVER DR, BELLEVILLE 6757 BELLEVILLE RD, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP 7678 MARLOWE, VAN BUREN 13300 EDGEDALE, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP 
CITY OF BELLEVILLE BRICK RANCH with 3 Bed- LARGE COLONIAL Features 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2 UPDATES EVERYWHERE 3 Bedroom 2 Bath Ranch with | THIS IMPRESSIVE VICTORIAN home offers an open fam- 
rooms, | 1/2 Baths, Fireplace, Dining Area, Large Living |Kitchens, On 5.88 Acres and a 2.5 Car Garage and 3.5 Car | Premium Kitchen and Baths, Sunroom, 4 Car Attached Ga- | ily room and dining room with Hardwood floors showcas- 
Room, Full Basement 1,385 Sq Ft Attached Garage $215000 Garage for the gardener or craft person. $378,000 rage, Newer Furnace, AC and Wtr Htr almost 1 Acre $289,900 | ing the arched windows. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms $269,900 


ae, ae ma GEY rs x 


Sa 
209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE 


3066 23RD STREET, DETROIT 
IMPRESSIVE 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Full Basement, Two Kitch- 


13350 LAKEPOINT, VAN BUREN TWP 


UPDATED 2 Bedroom, 1 1/2 Bath Colonial Condo Pre- | GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 2 | IT’S A POSSIBLE AIR B&B 7,000+ Square Foot Build- 
ens and Just down the street from Slow's Barbque, Corktown | mium Kitchen, Beautiful Hardwood Everywhere, Upstairs | Ktchens, Finished Walkout Basement, Fireplace, Sunroom & | ing on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms, Finished Base- 
& Michigan Central Train Station + More. $125,000 offers 21x12 Master Bedroom. Full basement $1,650 Month | Large yard, 3 Car Garage & Additional separate lot $259,900 | ment and 6 plus Car Garage. $749,000 or Lease 


BELLEVILLE 3 RESIDENTIAL LOTS ONE | GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LTINDBY | WILLIS RD 1 AC SEWER & WATER $60,000 | 4 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS | CO D 
PRI CITY | METRO AIRPORT $250,000. WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC_ $65,000 and | SUI 


JUDD RO C $39.500 | $5 S FAR 
HURON S_ $29,900 | VACANT LOUISA DREAM LOT _ $55,000 | 19+ ACRES BREST RD, TAYLOR RESIDEN- 


WA ROSS | 2 PA ship 
FRO 9,000 One i erc, R 
3 ACRES - COMMERCIAL CORNER AT |Outb — = GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 AC LT IND _ $59.500 | BROWNSTOWN _ 27102 DEBIASI $85,000 | TIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY - PAVED 


SUMPTER AND WILLOW NOW $150,000 !HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN _ $70,000 !50540 BOG RD ONE HALF ACRE $55,000 'VACANT MARIO ANN ROMULUS $33,000! STREET NEAR INKSTER ROAD. $550,000 


CREAT DEALS ON OUR "85 FORDS. 


There is a New Dealer in Town!! 


—_— BE BUDGET MINDED BE A WISE BUYER 


onecoa noon We're setting the pace for B9 Car Sales! in 


wil be of 
ALSO r 
OFFERING “FANTASTIC BUYS” ON ALL 
BRAND NEW 1968 MODELS LEFT IN STCCK 
PLENTY TO CHOOSE FROM 


Going Thing at 
Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc. 


) BELLEVILLE RD., BELLEVILLE, MAI 1 (734) 697-9161 


